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New Zealander Off To The 2016 Kia Skill World Cup 

 

AUCKLAND – 18 March 2016  

Auckland’s Brian Cockerton will represent New Zealand in the 2016 Kia Skill World Cup being held in 

the Korean capital of Seoul at the end of May. 

Brian, a senior technician with Giltrap Kia in North Shore, will compete against the best Kia Motors 

technicians from around the world. 

He triumphed in a two-day National Skill Cup Finals held at the Kia Motors New Zealand technical 

training centre to come away with the Gold Award and a trip to the Global Finals in Seoul. Kurt Huang 

from Cockram Kia in Christchurch received the Silver Award, and the Bronze Award went to John 

MacDougall, of Wairarapa Kia in Masterton. 

The Kia Motors Skill Cup competition encourages technicians to hone their skills to keep pace with 

the company's ongoing engineering advancements, in line with Kia’s Fix Right First Time (FRFT) and 

Family-like Care philosophies.  

To qualify for the National Skill Cup Finals competition technicians completed a 40-question written 

test and a practical task, requiring comprehensive knowledge of Kia powertrain, electrical and chassis 

systems.  

Following the nationwide contest among technicians from Kia dealerships around New Zealand, the 

top three technicians qualified for the final round.  

In the National Finals the three contestants faced a hands-on challenge, where they were tested on 

their ability to accurately execute Kia's diagnostic process covering three key areas – engine, chassis 

and electrical – and successfully repair vehicle faults within specified time limits. They also had to 

complete a written examination covering general knowledge of Kia products and systems. 

All three contestants said it was a challenging event, especially having to complete the tasks against 

the clock. 

National Service Manager Craig Buckley says, “It is designed to be a true test of the individual 



knowledge and skills of the Kia technicians, as well as challenging them to strive for excellence in all 

aspects related to vehicle maintenance, diagnosis, repair and customer service”. 

Brian, who has been working with Kia Motors product for three years, was relieved to have won the 

National Final against two very skilled competitors and is now looking forward to preparing himself for 

the World Cup in Seoul in May 2016. 
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Photo caption:  Todd McDonald (General Manager, Kia Motors New Zealand), Kia National 

Skill Cup winner Brian Cockerton, Kurt Huang (second), John MacDougall 

(third), and Nicholas Robinson (Kia Motors New Zealand Aftersales Trainer 

and Technical Coordinator) 

  

 

About Kia Motors New Zealand 

Kia Motors New Zealand Limited (www.Kia.com/NZ) – a maker of quality vehicles for the young-at-heart is a 

subsidiary of Kia Motors Corporation (KMC) which was founded in 2006 and sells and services high quality, class 

leading vehicles like the Soul, Cerato, Optima, Sportage and Sorento through a network of 21 dealers nationwide. 

Kia Motors New Zealand manages the New Zealand operation from its Auckland headquarters. Kia’s brand 

slogan "The Power to Surprise" represents the company's global commitment to surprise the world by providing 

exciting & inspiring experiences that go beyond expectations. 

Further Enquiries: Todd McDonald, General Manager, Kia Motors NZ, phone 09 573 6070. 
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